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World Book 
Day  
Many thanks to all of the families and 
staff members who decorated the 
fantastic costumes and t-shirts which 
brightened up the school. There were 
lots of smiles and plenty of book talk! 
Remember that every day of the year 
is a day for books. Share a book 
tonight, who knows where the story 
will take you! 

At Ryefield, we continue to reinforce 
the importance of reading.  One of the 
targets we have set ourselves is that 
every child leaves the school with a 
reading age that is in line with their 
chronological age.  Reading well by 
the age of 11 ensures that children are 
reading above what is considered the 

basic level of functional literacy for an adult.  

It means children are able to read lots of different materials – including books, letters and 
short articles in magazines and newspapers. People reading at this level are able to read 
and follow written instructions where each step contains up to three short sentences, and 
to look at graphical resources, such as a town map or a price list that is up to a page long. If 

 



 

people are reading at this level, then they are able to consult reference books or a 
dictionary to be able to look up information. 

When children have fallen behind in reading by 11, the impact can last for the rest of their 
lives. They are less likely to go on to secure good qualifications. Their chances of getting a 
good job and pulling themselves out of poverty are severely diminished, plus there are 
wider issues, such as increased risks of poor health and poor lifestyle choices. 

How can our children be supported at home?​  Ten minutes daily reading makes the word of 
difference.  A little bit of reading every day appears to be better than less frequent, more 
extended periods: pupils who read on a daily basis, even for a few minutes, may experience 
more growth in reading ability than students who read for an extended period once or 
twice a week. 

Books and stories are important, 
as they offer a way of expanding 
cultural and imaginative 
horizons, introducing children to 
a wide range of vocabulary and 
grammatical structures, and 
introducing the concept of 
‘beginning, middle and end’.  But 
reading anything counts, 
particularly if it builds on the 
child’s personal interests.  This 
more eclectic and inclusive view 
of reading material is good for 
children and good for parents. 
From a child’s point of view, 
allowing her or him to choose 

their own materials gives them a sense of ownership, and is more likely to result in them 
enjoying reading and persisting with it.  

Boys in particular benefit from reading being made purposeful in terms of following their 
interests. And from a parent’s point of view it allows for the opportunity to integrate 
reading into everyday life, whether while on the bus or looking at the breakfast cereal 
packet in the morning.  

 
 

Please can we ask parents to 
be considerate of local 
residents when parking. 
Furthermore, please ensure 
your own child’s safety.  On 

 



 

Wednesday, I was horrified to see a parent stop outside the school gates, open the rear 
passenger door and whizz off with their child still in the process of leaving the car.  This is 
dangerous and can be upsetting for your child - who then had to hurry inside. Please can 
we also ensure that children, particularly on scooters, pay close attention to the traffic 
around them - either parked cars or cars leaving driveways.  

Lexia Core 5 

Many pupils across the school have been provided with additional learning materials such 
as Times Tables Rockstars, MyMaths, Lexia Core 5.  These are provided free to families (and 
at a significant cost to the school) to ensure that your child gets the best support they can 
at home and at school.  PLEASE ensure that they become part of your home learning 
routines.   

The above image is from a pupil in Year 1 who has (since mid-October) regularly used Lexia 
both at home and at school.  This amazing individual has amassed nearly 54 hours of 
learning and is accessing materials which would normally be used by Year 2 pupils.   

The software platforms we use present the learning as games and guided exercises and are 
invaluable in helping us ensure your child achieved their potential.  In the coming months 
we will also be rolling out additional home learning via the platform Education City - this 
website will provide support for English, Maths and Science.     

 



 

Coronavirus 
The school continues to work close;y with the Department for Education, the local 
authority and Public Health England.  Current guidance is as follows:   

No school should close in response to a suspected (or confirmed) COVID-19 case unless 
directed to do so by Public Health England. 

 

 

Advice for parents/guardians 

You should not be unduly worried about the possibility of your children catching the 
Coronavirus. 

 There is no reason why your children should not continue to attend their early years, 
school or further education setting as normal. 

 



 

 We recognise that some families or children may be planning to travel to China during the 
forthcoming half term period. If so, please refer to the FCO’s latest travel advice via the link 
above. 

 What action can you take? 

A UK wide campaign has been launched to provide clear advice on how to slow the spread 
of Coronavirus. 

 Please help to support the campaign which promotes basic hygiene practices, such as 
regularly washing hands for approximately 20 seconds and always sneezing into a tissue, to 
stem the spread of viruses. 

 
Department for Education Coronavirus helpline 

Today, we have launched a new helpline to answer questions about COVID-19 related to 
education. Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687  ​Email: ​DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

Where to find the latest information 

Updates on COVID-19:  ​https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Guidance for educational settings: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about
-covid-19 

Travel advice for those travelling and living overseas: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus   

 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus


 

 

 



 

PLEASE TREAT HEAD LICE 
All hair must be tied up. Please check your child/children’s hair regularly as per leaflet sent 
out via email this week. 

 

Uniform 
Please ensure that your child is in the correct school uniform. We have noticed some 
individuals not conforming to the expectations applied to all pupils - NO nail extensions or 
dyed hair.  

 

 

 

   

 



 

STICK ON YOUR FRIDGE: DATES 
Junior Citizens event at Brunel University - 9th March 

Parents Evening - 11th and 12th March 

Swimming Gala - 12th March 

Year 3 trip to the Science Museum - 17th March 

Mothers Day Shop - 20th March 

Spring Disco - 27th March 

End of Term - ​ Friday 3 ​rd​ April 2020                  School finishes at 1.30pm ​Infants 

                                                                    School finishes at 1.35pm ​Juniors 
Term Starts - ​Monday 20th April 2020 

Bank Holiday ​ - Friday 8th May 2020  

Half Term ​- Monday 25​th​ – Friday 29 ​th​ May 2020 
End of Term - Friday 17th July 2020 ​               School finishes at 1.30pm ​Infants 

                                                                               School finishes at 1.35pm ​Juniors  

 


