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Protecting our children online

Attached to this newsletter will be a
PDF detailing what parents need to
know about INSTAGRAM,

SnapChat, WhatsApp and TikTok .
The following is taken from a recent
article in The Daily Telegraph:

Online child grooming offences rose
during lockdown with more than 13
crimes committed every day, with
half involving Facebook apps,

according to police figures.

The number of grooming crimes
increased by 13 per cent to 1,220
during the three months of lockdown,
according to the data obtained by the
children’s charity NSPCC, with

Facebook-owned Instagram seeing a

40 per cent rise in its share of the offences by suspected paedophiles.


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/09/10/one-five-children-groomed-online-aged-12-nspcc-figures-reveal/

Writing for The Telegraph online, Peter
Wanless, NSPCC chief executive, urged

Boris Johnson to accelerate duty of care

laws to hold tech companies and bosses
“financially and criminally responsible if
they continue to turn a blind eye to

entirely avoidable harm".

In a letter to Boris Johnson, Mared
Parry, who was groomed online aged 14,
said the failure of social media giants to
design protections into their sites meant
it was getting easier for criminals to
create and share paedophilic images, as
more children live streamed and video

chatted in the pandemic.

AFA Y snapchat s a photo sharing app for mobile phones and tablets. The
/ app allows users to share images, videos and chat with friends
through voice call or text message. Users can share images and videos
directly to specific friends, or through a story’ shared with their entire
friend list, which documents the previous 24 hours. In a study,
Snapchat was ranked the 4th most negative app in terms

of having an
impact on young people’s health and wellbeing, with children fecling
that they can use the app Snapchat to “make you look pretty.”
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The figures show Facebook-owned apps, including WhatsApp, accounted for 51 per cent

of the cases where a site was mentioned.

Instagram is increasingly being exploited by offenders and was used in 37 per cent of

grooming cases where the platform was recorded, compared with 29 per cent over the

previous three years.

Snapchat was used in 20 per cent of instances for which data was available.

Offences have also increased annually in the three years prior to lockdown. There were a

total of 12,925 offences recorded by police in England and Wales from April 2017 to

March 2020 (equivalent to 12 a day) with experts saying poorly designed social media

sites are putting children at risk.
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https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/10/25/social-media-firms-must-agree-legally-binding-duty-care-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/10/25/social-media-firms-must-agree-legally-binding-duty-care-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/11/05/whatsapps-coming-disappearing-messages-function-branded-gift/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/04/04/young-lovers-ignoring-lockdown-rules-secretly-meeting-turning/
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WhatsApp is one of the most popular messaging apps in
the world, with more than 1.5 billion peaple in more than
180 countries using it to send and receive text, photos,
videos and documents, as well as make voice and video

can only be read by the sender and the recipies
one-to-one chats, or all members if it is a group c
‘even WhatsApp can read them.

@

know about, @

WhatsApp

AGE LIMIT CHANGE

Sinca May 2016, theminimum age for using WhatiAGp s 16

will take action against anyone aged between 13 and 16 who
already hold accounts under the old terms and condiitions,
such as closing their account or seeking parental permission.

SCAM MESSAGES

n out with the hope that people are
o providing their payment details. Other scam
messages include instructions to forward the message in

.mm fora reward or gift from WhatsApp or another person.
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CREATE A SAFE PROFILE
Even though somebody would need your child’s phone number
them as a contact, as an extra security.
ings to control who can see

Contacts’ or'Nobody'to ensure their profileis protected.

EXPLAIN HOW TO BLOCK PEOPLE

Ifyour child has received spam or offensive
messages, calls or attachments from a contact,
oo i e e e
updates sent by a blocked contact will not
show up on the phone and willstay
undelivered. Blocking someone will not
remove this contact from the contact it -
they will need to be removed from the phone's
‘address book. To block a contact, your child
needs to open the person's chat stream and
tap on the settings.

FAKE NEWS AND HOAXES
WhatsApp has been inked o enabiing thespresd of
dangerous viral rumours. In India, for example, a number of
attacks appear to have been sparked by false rumours shared

THE‘ONLY ADMIN’ FEATURE
CYBERBULLY!

gives theadmin of a group chat greater control over who can.
send messages. Whilst this can be good for one-way
announcements, the group admin has the power to biock
somebody from respondiing to an offensive message in a chat,
‘which could resultin a child being upset and unable to reply.

REPORT SCAM MESSAGES
Advise your il not totap share orforward any mesiage that
oks suspicious or sounds too gor

spa
S s e i ok v O
2)Tap on the contact o group name to open their profile
information. 3) Scroll to the bottom and tapReport Spam:

LEAVE A GROUP
If yourchild s part of a group chat that makes them feel
uncomfortabe rhas beenadded £ group hey o't want to
Sl m s e
IFsomeor p, the admin can add them bac’
¥ theyleave again, they cannot be added again.

USING LIVE LOCATION SAFELY

they nee to- WhatsApp ves the aptionsofether 15

CONNECTING WITH STRANGERS
To start a chat in WhatsApp, you need to know the mobile

number of the contact you want to speak to and they also need

ohave theanp downloadec, WhatsApp can fid contact by
accessing the address book of a device and recognising which

Sl e e
their mobile number with some- body they don't know, they can

usetto getin touch via WhatsApp.

LIVE LOCATION SHARING
WhatsApp's Live Location'feature enables users to share their
current location in real time to their contacts in a chat, allowing
friends to show their movements, The feature, which can be
ttach’ button, is described by WhatsApp.
s 2“simple and secure way to et people know where you are”

20 let loved ones know they
group chat with people
they donot know, they will be exposing their location.

DELETE ACCIDENTAL
MESSAGES

Ifyour child has sent a message to the wrong chat

everyone! The app allows seven minutes o delete the
message after it has been sent, but itis important to
remember that recipients may have seen and screenshota
ressage before it was delete

SET TIME LIMITS
A2017 study found that by the age of 14 the average child
Wil have sent mora than 35,000 texts, 30,000 WhatsApp
nhesiages and racked up o than three ol wasks of
video ough it is inevitable that your child will use
1e<hnolo el e sis not easy,
ially since teens use their devices for both

Mr Wanless warned the
pandemic had created a “perfect
storm” for online offenders and
believed the lockdown figures
could mark the start of a surge

in online grooming crimes.

With ongoing coronavirus
restrictions across the UK, he
feared that the risk of online
abuse will continue to spike,
and many more offences may
come to light when children

report them at school.

One girl who contacted

NSPCC’s Childline during the

‘minutes, one hour or eight hours. However, your child can “chantwarkand feetme, fen smlianeousy.

e e

pandemic said: “I am 12, and I

don’t have social media but I

.nationalonlinesafety.com

wanted to get online and chat to

people since my friends had done it and told me it would be fun.

“It started off fine with the occasional ‘hi’ and then men started sending disturbing

pictures and saying really personal things.”

Mr Wanless said: “Families have long paid the price for big tech’s failure to protect
children from abuse, but the Prime Minister has the chance to turn the tide and put

responsibility of firms to clean up the mess they created.
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“As the pandemic intensifies the threat children face online, bold and ambitious action

is needed in the form of a world-leading Online Harms Bill.

“This means legislation that is tough on online crimes against children and regulation
that holds tech companies and bosses financially and criminally responsible if they

continue to turn a blind eye to entirely avoidable harm.”

Chief Constable Simon Bailey, the «
I g a3 S e e A S
National Police Chiefs’ Council’s L e L e

comedic effect, which can then be further enhanced with filters, emojis and stickers. TikTok
has been designed with the young user in mind and has a very addictive appeal. At the

beginning of 2019 it skyrocketed in popularity and has featured near the top of download

charts ever since. Estimates suggest that it now has anything between 500 million and over

lead on child protection, said: “In S
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world, perpetrators of child abuse :
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are conducting more and more of

their activities online. Offenders

use the internet to access and

#Wakeu pWednesday

share child abuse images, and to = o J " SR ~
. 54357 Oniing." oy | 2
make contact with and groom / Safety’ S‘qfe{y 'ﬁPS for [%[rem"s a

children directly.

“Although online regulation is
difficult, it is clear that it is the
only way to ensure tech and social
media companies will take their

responsibilities seriously.”

www nationalonlinesafetycom  Twitter - @natonlinesafety  Facebook- /NationalOnlineSafety Instagram - @ NationalOnlineSafety
Users of this guide do 5o at heir awn discrstion. Na labilty s satered into. Curvect s ofthe date of relense: 09.09.3030

A Facebook spokesman said: “We do not allow grooming or child exploitation on our
platforms. Over 97% of child exploitation content we remove from Facebook and
Instagram is found and taken down using industry-leading technology before it's
reported to us. We have a content and security team of over 35,000 people investigating

reports from our community and working to keep our platforms safe. Our teams also
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work closely with child protection experts and law enforcement, reporting content

directly to specialists such as CEOP and NCMEC”

The school strongly urges all parents and guardians to read the following guidance and
supervise their child’s access to all online devices.

Click here to access PDFs of each guide.

Social distancing on the playground

The school would like to urge all parents to adhere to the social distancing
expectations set out by the government. We appreciate that there may be times
where parents congregate in areas to collect pupils, however we rely on your
adherence to the guidance to help us minimise the risk of infection. Furthermore,
we urge all parents to exit the site as soon as they have dropped their child off.
Please do not gather in huddles and groups - especially on the patch of grass that is
located at the front of the school. Finally, we would like to remind parents that
there are markings on the playground to indicate the flow of traffic (arrows) and
that they are expected to stay 2m from their child’s classroom door, as indicated by

the footprint stencils.

We appreciate your help in this matter.


https://www.ryefieldprimary.org.uk/parents/admissions-2/

Diwali 2020

Earlier this term, our pupils in Key Stage 1 had a lovely time learning about Diwali.
Diwali is a five days long festival that is celebrated during the Hindu Lunisolar
month Kartika (between mid-October to mid-November). Diwali is also known as
the Festival of Lights and symbolizes the spiritual victory of light over darkness,

good over evil and knowledge over ignorance.

\

Pupils enjoyed decorating diya lamps and

learning the story of Rama and Sita and how

oil lamps were used to guide them back

home.




Free School Meals

Currently school lunches cost £2.00 per day or £10.00 per week which must be
paid via your child's Parent Pay account in advance of your child taking their meal.
If you do not have your child's Parent Pay account details please ask the office for
more details.

If you currently receive any of the following benefits your child could be entitled to
free school meals:

Income Support

income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

income-related Employment and Support Allowance

support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
the guaranteed element of Pension Credit

Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and
have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)

e Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for
Working Tax Credit

e Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income
must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you

get)

If you think your child may be eligible you can apply today by completing an
application form on https: //www.cloudforedu.org.uk /ofsm /sims, the application
takes about 5 minutes to complete and they will tell you immediately if your
application is successful.

If your child is eligible for free school meals, they'll remain eligible until they finish
their phase of schooling (primary or secondary).

Children in Reception to Year 2 receive free meals under the Universal Infant Free
School Meals initiative however they can still be eligible for FSM which brings in
extra funds for the school. Even if your child won'’t be taking free school meals we
would encourage you to apply as the school receives additional funding for children
registered for free school meals.

Should you have any questions about school meals please speak to the school
office.


https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims

Creative Hair Day!

Wednesday 25 November

This year, Ryefield will be trying something new to help raise funds and resources
for the school. Previously we would often ask children to donate £1 to the school in
order to be able to wear their own clothes. Given that children currently wear their
own clothes, this is not an option. So we are looking to try something different: we
are asking pupils to become creative hair stylists for the day. It might be a mohawk
wig, some washable (non permanent!) spray-on hair colour, or your child’s locks

and tresses sculpted into either a spider, a cup cake or a drink being poured.

Rather than ask for a £1, which will be difficult to manage as the school is avoiding

any handling of cash, we ask that parents donate a book for their child’s class.

If your household is anything like Mr. Tucker’s then it’s likely to have a few
children’s books that are in excellent condition, have been read and are just sitting
on the shelf. Rather than have them collect dust, we are asking, in exchange for
participating in Creative Hair Day, pupils donate a book that can be added to their
class library. Children may even wish to write a message to future readers on the

inside of the front cover.

All books will be quarantined for 96+ hours before being added to the class library.

BOOK SHED

REMINDER: If you are reluctant to access the library services within the local
community, we would like to remind all families that we have a book shed at the
front of the school. Adults and children are allowed to take any book for FREE and
keep FOREVER! We value the importance of reading and this is one way of
reducing the literacy gap for all.

We have a limited number of baby books available as well!
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EYFS children

The EYFS team are asking parents to provide a
waterproof puddle suit & wellies (that will
remain in school on their peg) to enable children
to fully access outdoor learning & forest school
provision at Ryefield.

UNIFORM REMINDER

From Tuesday 5 January 2021, we will expect all children to return to school in their
full uniform.

Boys and girls wear:

A white polo shirt

A white shirt (Y5&6)

School jumper /cardigan

Grey trousers, skirt or pinafore

White socks to go with skirts, pinafore and summer dress
Grey tights to accompany skirts and pinafore

Grey socks to go with shorts and trousers

Black formal school shoes (no trainers)

In the summer, girls can wear a light summer dress.

In Year 5 & 6 pupils must wear a white shirt with a school tie. Ties can be bought
from the school office for £4.10 each.
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The only exception to this rule will be on the days that your child has P.E. They will
be required to come to school in clothing that is suitable for P.E., ideally trainers,
tracksuit bottoms, t-shirt and a hoodie or sweater, as your child may well be
enjoying outdoor PE in the bracing weather associated with January and February.



Term Dates

Autumn term 2020

VIRTUAL PARENTS EVENING: 18 + 19 November

Nasal FLU Vaccination: 20 November

CREATIVE HAIR DAY: 25 November (Donation required: a preloved child’s book)
INSET: Thursday and Friday 26 + 27 November (SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS)

End of term: Friday 18 December

Spring term 2021

INSET: Monday 4 January (SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS)
Term starts: Tuesday 5 January
Half term: Monday 15 February to Friday 19 February

Term ends: Wednesday 31 March

Summer term 2021

Term starts: Monday 19 April

Half term: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June

INSET: FRIDAY 2 July (SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS)
Term ends: Wednesday 21 July

Staff Prep Days: Thursday and Friday 22 + 23 July (SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS)



